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.. A dynamie and inspiring aceount

of modern industrial sueeess |, | ]
romance of progress that has taken
Chevrolet from an idea, and a amall

shop loft in Detroit to & vast network

of 34 plantz checkered
across the country.
CHEVROLET T I IR oy
iz the remarkable

heritage of proud industrial ancestry,

the exciting adventure of how Chev-
robet grew o be the world's largest
manufacturer and seller of passenger

cars and trucks, This is a8 behind-
the-scenes panoramic picture of ex-
pansion, and a dedieation to the
continual search for superior and
eeonomicil automotive transportation.
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CHAPTER ONE

THE PIONEERING YEARS—1911-1920

O day in March 1911, a group of
men working in a loft above a small
shop on Grand Hiver Avenus in
Detroit began sssembling the first
Chevrolet. Thiz car was the Clasaic
Six, a five-passenger touring car.
Two years of experiments and tests
preceded the actual azsembly work,
Louis Chevrolet (above), the colorful race driver famed in the
early years of the eentury, directed thizs work, having been hired
by W. C. Durant to design an engine for the car.

Lowuis Chevrolet hehind the wheel of the firat Chevrolef car built in 1971,

Pk i Ty Detrod 1 Pobdis Dierany— dmcasive Hiwone DCelleciion

Drant was o fabulons man in the automotive world. Hiz financial
genius helped to organize General Motors in 1908 and now he was
looking for new worlds to conguer in the exciting atmosphere of
the automobile induatry.

The Chevrolet Motor Company was incorporated on Movember 3,
1811, and Durant lessed s plant on Detroit’'s West Grand Boule-
vard for building his Cheveolet car, Two other eompanies, the
Little Motor Car Company and the Mason Metor Company,
started in Flint, Michigan, that year and became part of the
foundation of Cheveolet, Little produeed an economical 4-cvlinder
runabout and Mason built engines,

Production for 1312, the first full year of Durant's operations,

totaled 2,999 Chevrolets. Durant merged the Little Company

The firsd Chevrolet ealve-in-head engine and Cherrolel rademark
iere parl of thiz 1918 Baby (frand fouring cor.
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Shown above are three eaorly Cherrole! nomeplales.
and Chevrolet in 19138 He gave the Chevrolet name to the
Little car and moved the Detroit plant to his Flint Wagon Works,

m@, Chevrolet's Tamous Baby

(rrand touring car and Royal

#__.IL. . Mail roadster were first introduced
"y ""._. .'r.'l " H
,-w'-':._q'}'___.;; r auf - ) in 1413, Demand for Chevrolet

cars reached the point that
additional production facilitics
. woere needed, and a secomd assembly
plant was leased in New York Citv,
Production rose to 5,587 units,
Thiz was alzo the vear that the famous
Chevrolet trademark was first used on the cars. This distinetive
trademark hae appeared billions of times on products, advertising
and sales literature as the mark of dependability, seconomy and
quality in motor teanspartation. It ariginated in Dusant’s imagina-
tiom when, a2 a world traveler in 190&, he zaw the pattern marching
off into infinity as a design on wallpaper in a French hotel, He
tore off a plece of the wallpaper and kept it to show friends with
the thought that it would muke o good nameplate for a car.
Later he decided on Che name Cheveolel for his ear because race
drivers were heroes of the day and also because he felt that the
name Chevrolet bad a musical sound and the romanee of Toreizn

arigin. The orginal trademarks for the Baby Grand touring ear

and Koyal Mail roadster, also products of Durant's imagination,

were designed between August and December, 1913,

Another landmark was blazed in the 1913 Chevrolet=the intro-

duetion of the valve-in-head engine which has become the hasie

principle of all modern automobile engines today. Here iz a de-

seription of the 1913 engine taken from advertising of that year:
“Crasnline is fnlridueed direclly dnte e cplinder head aond
exploded there. The full foree of the explosion epmes inte direct
comtact with the piston head. For this vecson Cherrolel power 15
marimim with minimum fouel."”

Ir Jume, 1914, the Maxwell Maotor f'-;_'.rnp;_u'_:l."ﬁ. r]';|_'rr:-'t|::|l.|-'|:'|., B oew

York plant was purchased lor assembly operstions to meet the

growing demand for Chevreolet cars,

An eerly Cherralef aamembly line 0 operafion of Flint, Mickigan,



HEVROLET *‘Four-
Ninety” Touring Car
meets completely the
national need for de-
pendable and economical trans-

portation. ‘
The first cost is low. The

upkeep is never a burden.
Electrically started. Elec-

trically lighted. Demountable

rims. Completely equipped.

Thiz 1818 Cherrolel newapaper adverftsement 15 beliesed lo be the

firsl ad published for Cheerolel,

The need for a wholesale selling organization was met in 1914 with
the establishment of an office in Oakland, California, Other offices
opened a year later in Kansas City, Missouri and Atlanta, Georgia,
Bt Lowis, Missouri and Oshawa, Canada were the next sites of
Chevrolet growth in 1915, The 490" model was brought out thia
yvear and assembly began in the Tarrytown, New York plant.

Also in 1915 Chevrolet made electrie lights standard equipment

Thiz 1823 Cheerolel oir-
cooled engine had copper

ducad tn 1917, cooling  fine surrounding
the eplinder walls,

A new 90-degree valee-in-
kead VE engine was tnfro-

This same year Chevrolet licénsed the Gardner Buggy Company
in 8t. Louts to assemble cars,

With the 1918 models, Chevrolet was ready to launch its first
important bid for volume production and the mass market. Earlier,
Chevrolet was competing in a market just above the low-price
class. But when the “4907° came oul, named because it sold for
£490.00, Chevrolet plunged inte the toughest competition-
leadership in the low-price field.

By now, Chevrolet production facilities included plants in Fort
Worth, Texas, and Bay City, Michigan. The Warner Gear
operation in Toledoa, Ohio was bought, and became the Chevrolet-
Toleds Manufacturing plant. Chevrolet opened the Dakland,
California assembly plant in 1916, the first in the industry on the

West Cosst. New plants were also operating in Flint.



Production jurmped Lo
TO000 cars by the end of 1916,
Expanzion was still the key-

note the following year and

Poliabed  wood  afeerimp  odesd  awed 12-?,?9.':.': '.ll'li1.:‘"\- were manufac-
trafriment posed aoere afendard om e
T81 8 Cheeralel Towring Cor.

tured, Chevralet built its first
closed car bodies in 1916, Hetail selling stores were opened in
many large eities, principally in the eaztern part of the country, to
bring the car to the people.

A new 90-degree valve-in-head
V& engine was introdieeed by

Chevrolet in 1917, The Mason

Motor Company in Flint A comrendent, underhood

ol cam
" i ; formded on (be fire wall, keiped keep
mrl."]'ﬁ."E'l:l. '||-'||'.|.'l {.hE"'.'r‘L'I|1'1 in this 1817 VE smpines rumming emonliip.

vear to build engines. Also the forerunner of today's modern hard-

top, a Chevrolet 490" five-passenger sedan with removakble poats

that made it an open car for
1lru.':i:|.|.|:: Wias hr::-||_|.[|"|l Gl h_-.' L1
COMpAny.

Chevrolet became a part of
Leneral Motors in 1918 and

e o the kg iFy peliieles ||_." IR a
was thee Cherrofed Toarsep Ciar,

embarked upon a new era of
Ereater 1'!-!||:3.|'|.-=il||'|. A new .'-qu-l_'|1'.|!:-|_'.' ||1u|1'_ Wik :1I_;|.rl:|_'-d in Lot '[.-:'n_li:-x
and Chevrolet began building light delivery and 1-tom trucks, the
latter with hard rubber rear
tires. Completing ita firat full b
vear with General Motors,

f.'l"ll".'rllll"l ||r-::-r||,.||_'|_'|| 1||_-z|r|.'.' . @
150,000 wnits in 191%, A
Cherrofel oae-lor druck — Grel appeored

S50, WM addition to the Oalk- im BOIR.

land] arsembly plant was sompleted in 1930,

Ie

1911 i 1920

CHEVROLETS OF THE PIONEERING YEARS

Fa1a Tadd

1y 1018

rajg TR



CHAPTER TWO

GROWING TO LEADERSHIP —1921-1930

The years immediately following World War I almest cost Chev-
rolet its eorporate existence. General Motors management called
in & firm of industrial engineers to survey all properties of the
eorporation. One of the recommendations coming out of this survey
was the liquidation of Chevrolet because it “eould not hope to
compete in its field.”

Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., serving as principal assistant to Pierre 5.
duPont, president of GM, took the engineers’ report as a challenge
to prove that Chevrolet eould compete suceesslully in the low-prica
field, As & result Chevrolet was saved, and moved forward with
renewed vigor to scale the heights of automaotive sales leadership.
The 1921 Chevrolet incorporated several features which formerly
were extra-cost options. These new atandard equipment items
included demountable rims and the self-starter. Produection for
the vear reached 76,370 units as the sconomy of the country began
to show an encouraging upward trend,

On Febroary 23, 1922, C. 8. Mott, who had been a director of GM
ginee 1913, hired William 5. Knudsen, resigned production head of
Ford Motor Company, as his assistant. Mott was then director of

I

the Advizory Stafl and Supervizsing Viee President of the GM Car
and Truck DMvisions. Knudsen was named the head of Chevrolet
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A few engineering deteds of the 1925 Chevrolel. Thiz was the year
Chesrolel produetion eveeeded 500,000 wnils for the firsl fime.
Motor Company in 1922 and five years later Chevrolet became the
biggest. auto maker in the world,

Knudsen sparked o new vitality in Cheveolel and production
Jumped £0 243 479 in 1922 with the introduction of the “Superior”
rnr_|r||_'-'| sUGMEssOE O the 400" Plant fasilitie: were l.':\.]:-il.l:'ldt'l'l in
Dietrait, Michigan: Janesville, Wiseonszin: Buffalo, New York;
Morwaonod, Ohio,

By 1524 Chevrolet had manufacturing plants in four cities, =x
assembly plants were operating and 16 regional sales offices

coverad the country.

1a

1825 Cherrolel Coupe.

Chevrolet, production expanded to over S0 units in 1925,
marking the first time in the sompany's histery that such a peak
wis attained, The 1925 car was redesigned with such outstanding
features as ""Vision Venlilation” —the one-piece windzhield with
automatic wiper on all closed models, single dry plate clutch,
banjo-type rear axle, and new 11-inch brakes. The Bloomfield,
New Jersev assemhbly plant was acquired in 1535,

!' TAY ann IS LITTLE
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“A Kix for the Frice of a Four”™ Koy ond His Latle Cheerolst!
wlretneed Cheerodel’a fommiea 6-  wag one of the wmany populor
cplinder ergine tn 1929, Cherrolel gongs duving the JR2E,
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Mr. Sloan announced in 1926 that 38 million was being appro-
priated to increase Chevrolet's production facilities to one million
units per year. The batthe to challenge asles leadership in the indus-
try was now in full swing.

The Detroit plant of General Motors Truck Corporation was taken
over in 1926 to manufacture Chevrolet front and rear axles.
Vietory came to Chevrolet in 1927 when the company outsold
Ford for the first time in history. The Saginaw Grey Tron Foundry
was added in 1927, Chevrolet also achieved the first of ils many
“milllon-unit™ years in 1927—produection was 1,001,880, While
Chevrolet’s major competitor brought out the Model A with its
four-cylinder engine, Chevrolet was laying plans to command the
lowe-price field with 4 Bix for the Price of a4 Fouwr,"

FPreparations for this change were mapped carefully and secretly,
The first move was to increasze the length of the chassis by four
inches which was done in 528, This set the stage for the sensational
introduction of the wvalve-in-head six-evlinder engine & vear later.
A new assembly plant in Atlanta, Georgia began operations in
1928 and an assembly plant in Kanzas City, Mizsour was begun.
The year 1929 also saw the use of color on car bodies, a far cry
from the one-time competitive sdict of “any color so long as it's
black."” The buving public responded to these advances and

Chevrolet production resched 1,323,605,

i6

1921 axim 1930

CHEVROLETS OF THE TWENTIES




CHAPTER THREE

TAKING THE LEADERSHIP—1931-1941

Although the depression vears ereated severe economic hardzhips
throughout the country, Chevrolet was able to make muajor
manufacturing expansions, erecting a new spring plant in Detroit
and aecquiring & plant in Indianapoliz to builld eommereial and
truek bodies on a large seale.

A fresh leadership dreive was sparked in 1931 with Chevrolet's
“greater value” wvalve-in-head 3ix. Thiz production amd szales
leadership has been maintained consistently owver the years, making
Chevrolet America’s moat popular ear. Clearly the company had
made a roaring comeback since 1921 when its competitive outlook
was termed “hopeless.”

In 1931, a new bumper plant began manufacturing in Detroit,
konudsen became executive vice president of General Motors in
1933 and seasoned leadership was moved up to fill his place.
M. E. Coyle was made general manager of Chevrolet, having
started with GM in 1911 and with Chevrolet in 1917, He had been
serving as assistant to Knudsen sinee 1925,

In 1933 the most famous of all industrial youth promotions—the
All-American Soap Box Derby—was born, The first of these races
was held in Davion, Ohio, The Derby was the brain child of
Myron E. Scott, a Davion newspaperman, and now assistant

public relations director of Chevrolet.

8

Sceott photographed a loeal
meEighborhood Face as a feature
story Tor hiz newspaper and sold
Chevralet on the idea of a
nationwide competition with
Jmnt sponsorship of local Derby
races by Chevrolet dealers and

leading newspapers. After run-

ning down a brick-paved hill in

Pre-race  activities  before rhe
Dayton, the Derby was moved  AR-Awmerican Seap Bor Derby.

Lo Akron, Ohio, in 1935, where all subsequent national races have
besen held, From its small beginning in 1933, the Soap Box Derby
has grown o be the greatest amateur racing event in the world,
The 23rd running of the All-American was held in 1860. Boys from
the United Btates, Canada, West Germany, the Philippines,
Venezuela and for the first fime Pouerto Rico competed for $15,000
in college acholarships and many other valuable awards. Cham-
pions from 168 cities participated in the event.

Mew engineering festures that supported Chevrolet's “greater
value" slogan were introduced in the 1930°:. Knee-Action came

out in the 1934 Chevrolet and made o smoother ride possible,

St

The daxy Cheveolel glepped oper e bivmpe it Knee-Aelion, an impartani
adranee fw e awlomad ire indusrgy.

Ias



In 1837 Cherrolel
acheened e all-gteal [ng-
steel Body by Fiaker.

The " Blue-Flame" com-
bustion chamber  wis

pioneered in 1934 and

the power of Chevrolet’s
valve-in=-head 3ix was proved when & Chevrolet four-door sedan
towed the Burlington Zephyr into its station in Chicago.

Sowme 1834 Cherrolsls fea-
tured @ budli-rm frunk.

A new convenience fom-

ture of some 1934 sedans
wis a spacious built-in trunk. Mew safety was engineered into
Chevrolet bodies with the introduction of the all-steel Turret
Tops, The 10-millionth Chevrolet was built on the company's
Zird anniversary, MNovember 13, 1934.

Million-car years resumed in 1935 when Chevrolet built 1,068,197

unitz. A new assembly plant was opened |

in Baltimore, Maryland, and manufae-
turing plants were added in Saginaw,
Michigan, and Muncie, Indiana. In 1936
a new commereial body plant, the world's
largest, was dedieated in Indisnapolis, o, 1922 Cherrolet had
replacing the facilities acquired in 1930, o budll-in grille.

In 1937 Chevrolet trunks became full size with spare tires anclosed,
Other features ineluded all-stee]l Unisteel Body by Fisher with
Salety Plate Glass all around the car. Expansion continued and a
new manulacturing plant was opened in Tonawanda, Mew York.
The 13-millionth Chevrolet was built in 19349,

Under Covle’s leadership, the Chevrolet Division averaged a
million units a vear for seven vears, In the same period Chevrolet
dealerz sokd 11,000,000 uzed ears. Signs of the impending war
hecame more apparent in Ameriea in 1940 and Chevrolet’s first
7. 8, government contract was made in April for the produstion of
To-mm. high-explosive shells,

In 1941, Chevrolet eliminated the outside running board from its
cara. Production in 1941 reached 1,339,052 —the last full produc-

tion year until after World War I1.

Chevrodel Irucks demonstrated oufelonding seonomy in a seriez of A4 4
lesls in [ 836, This 1 Yoddom Iruck /s hawling o frader with a S-ton load
ip Pikes Feak. Anotker typical fes! was the consi-to-coas! eoomomy rin
from Los Angeles to New York corrying the same lood,

£
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CHAPTER FOUR

PRODUCTION FOR VICTORY— 1942-1945

Chevrolet geared for the impending war in the months before
Fearl Harbor, Military trucks, parts for anti-aircraft guns, shells
and Pratt & Whitney engines
were all part of Chevrolet's
pre-Pearl Harbor production

zohadule in addition o |,:-L|i]ding

R sivilian cars and trucks.
Many Chevrolel planis were awarded [y Docember T 1941 witr saime
fha Arrl'ruw-,"l.'gpu- g .Irm. expatlence o cemiser 4, 1 1-.- WL oI
in production during World War IT,  to the United States,

It was a snowy, cold afternoon in Flint when ecivilian produc-
tion ended for Chevrolet. As the last of the 1942 models went off
thi assembly line, one of the workmen wrote: “Last Chevealet off
January 30, 1942."

A significant period in Chevrolet history was ended —volume pro-
duction for victory was the new goal.

All Chevrolet plants were eompletely converted to war work, with
the lone exception of the Saginaw Serviee Manufacturing plant.
This facility was needed to supply the maintenance parts for the
millions of Chevrolet cars and trucks already on the country's
highways.

In providing this equipment. for the country, wartime parts mani-
facturing teamed with a Chevrolet dealer serviee program to

“Eave the wheels that serve America.™

2 ]



CHAPTER FIVE

MORE CARS FOR MORE PEOPLE

The end of the war signaled the return to eivilian production and
launched Chevrolet's greatest expansion program. Civilian truck
production was resumed on August 20, 1945, and car production
began October 3, 1945

New executive leadership was brought up to preside over thiz new
period of growth. In June, 1946, M. E. Coyle was made an executive

vice president of General Motors. Micholas Dreystadt, general

In the fall of 1945, with the war over, Chevroled began production of
cirilian pasaenger care and fricks,

£

manager of Cadillaz, moved to Chevrolet to succeed Coyle, to
lead the company's postwar program,

After Dreystadt’s untimely deathin August, 1948, W. F. Armstrong,
a GM viee president, became general manager of the eompany.
When Armstrong was given another GM assignment, T. H.
Keating was advanced from Chevrolet general sales manager to
general manager of Chevrolet and vice president of the General
Motors Corporation.

The postwar yvears saw Chevrolet make giant strides in expansion
and production and leadership in the low-price field. The Indian-
apolis commercial body plant was enlarged 50 percent and a new
assembly plant began operations in Flint in 1947, The new Loe
Angeles assembly plant started production in 1947 and & new
Cleveland manufacturing plant opened in 19459,

e - vi
il el R T L v N s

Chezrolel introduced he Bel Adr, o kardlop medel, thal became an
frreiediale hal in 1850,

In 1950 Chevrolet brought out the first automatic transmission
in itz field, the famous Powerglide. The Bel Air hardtop was alao
popular with buyers that year,

25



The tndustry's firat triple-furbine
[Turboglide) automatic trans-
mission was incorporaled o3 an
ulp.!'r'n-r: i 05T,

A euloway ciew of

Cherralel's famons Poar-
erilide, Krsl introdiceed
fF an eption iw PES0,

Industry-wide records were shattered in 1950 when Chevrolel
became the first company to make more than 2,060,000 uynits in
. 8. planta during one vear.

The Korean conflict brought defenze contracts to the company,
alfecting many of itz plants. Az a result, car production was cut
im ofder to meet the government contracts, Expansion continued
for Chevralet, with two million sjuare faist of now r:-l:_|n1_ butldings
undersay in 1952,

Mlaore advances in the low-price field were intraduesd by Chevralet
whan Hel Air luxury models bowed in 1953, The ineresing market
for sports ears in America was met with the new Chevrolet Cor-
vetta, first introdueed as a “Cdream car™ at the 1953 Motorams,. In
Jumne, 1953 the Chevrolet Corvette was put into actual peoduction,
The Chevralet Handyman, an all-atee]l sfation wagon, was
introdueed in 19053

Mew plants in Flint, Michigan, Tonawanda, New Yaork, amd
Livonia, Michigan, and additions in Cleveland, Indianapolis and

Muncie were completed in 1954,

Power brakes and automatie seat and window controls were intro-
dueed in the low-price fleld by Chevralet in 1954

Chevrolet reached a new all-time production record in 1955 when
1830 0ER passenger cars and 393,315 trucks were manufactured
in LI, 5. plants.

Cherralel Corpetle rollad of
the nssembly Hine in Flinl,

Mickigan, stx months after
iRtroduction in Jen,, TRRS.

The Corveette Nowad Soieed @5 a
dremim car in e T855 Maotoram,

A presproduclion  wmodel 58
Chevrolet sl 0 ner sfock  ear
P ..ru." the Pikes Peak rus in
Hoplember, 1055,

A The Biseayne was another Cherralet
dream cor giving an odearce ook o
afglemyr i gears o come,

Chevrolet Tnpele dream car was premiered af the 1958 Motorama,



Mew executive leadership eame to Chevrolet in 1956 with the
appointment of E. M. Cole as general manager of the division and
viee preaident of Lreneral Motorz, Cole, formerly chief sngineer of
Chevrolet, suceeaded I'. H. BEeating, now retired, who was made
vice president in charge of passenger car divisions of General
Motors Corparation.

[n 1957, Chevrolet introduced Turboglide, the first triple-turbine
automatie transmission in the industry

Wotable produect features in 1958 included standard Full Coil
suapenzion, and a new Safety-Girder frame which made possible
a lower silhouette and greater head room,

Chevrolet surprised the American public and the automobile
industry by introducing a completely restyled car for the second

year in & row in 1968,

Millvon mar milesfones. 45-mallionth Cheerole! was baill
Jumne 1T, 1060,

4
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CHEVROLET . . . AMERICA'S MOST POPULAR CAR




CHEVROLET LEADERS
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CHAPTER SIX

DYNAMIC PRODUCTION OPERATIONS

Frecision is the keynote of Chevrolet’s dynamic production oper-
ations. A vast network of manufacturing and assembly plants
spans the United States to meet the public demand for America’s
most popular cars and trucks,

Throughout this tremendous industrial organization—the core of
the Chevrolet Motor Division—men and machines work together
in perfect synchronization to maintain the highest possible stand-
ards of quality control in mass production.

Correct production scheduling i= a vital factor contributing to a
smooth running assembly line, Al of the compoenent parts of a
car must be available at precisely the right time in order to keep
the cars rolling off the line,

Dominant throughout this dyvnamic production i=s & constant
maintenance of quality in materials and workmanship.
Thirty-four Chevrolet plantz in towns and ecitiez arcund the
eountry work in manufacturing and sssembling. The pietures on
the opposite page give vou an idea of the tremendous effect a

plant can have on o communily.

g

How an undeveloped area grew into a throbbing community when
g Chevrolet plant entered the picture & graphically illustrated
here, The top photograph of the Chevrolet assembly plant near
Los Angeles, California, was made when the plant was dedicated
it 1947, The picture bBelow shows how the community leoks today,
Thousands of new homes have aprung up on acreage that was

undeveloped 14 years ago.




SKILLED CRAFTSMEN

i 25 Cheerolet manuyfacturing centers
aeross the dand, produce precisim
conprnents for all 19861 Cherrodet svodeds,

CHEVROLET MANUFACTURING PLANTS

_Il'lll.'||l'l _1-|r!|




':'"-l.'r~r.'r-I [ A2

. I

Tedianapolis, Tediana

. =,

Wassma, New York

I:II.I.'I'.'I'J Wil ||"|II.' : .I'u.l"' i’ 1 .l'ln"ll.'

CHEVROLET ASSEMBLY PLANTS




28

L™

Halfineore, .'H're.r:llr.lnwrf

ASSEMBLY PLANTS

Inm 1912, Chevrolet produoced
2,999 cars. Today, 14 assembly
plants across the country pro-
dure many times that number

in a single production day.

Kansas Cely, Messouri

Thia wvast industFial organiza-
tion provides employment for
over 103,000 people—a newr
high in Chevrolet employment

—reflecting the company's

plant expanzion program.
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HERE'S HOW THE
1961 CHEVROLET IS BUILT

in the world’s finest production facilities

| ‘ =i —"
Forming, sizing and eodning Mackine-finisking the enlin-
achens] Fami. der boree oit VA engine block,

Hemoring eylinder bloek cosling
| 4 from sand meld,

Werkmen tmspes] newly pressed fromd g
If ; 5 .
fanders Io anire perfection. Iispecting ring gear and pinfons prior o assembly.

0 Y|



Frgines are run urier
varn poweer an Qimal tw
epeet i Teni.

Conalreclion of Hhe
_|.||IH-'I.!.'X .r'i"llllu_r |'I|| _F|..-c||r|'r
.'v!.'m':-: itk e M —
ar foor—af the ear,

Now the roaf (arrow)
meeetn the Body and fhe
car begims do fake ahape,

Semds are ploced i posiiion os
the bodiews glide down the line
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Cherralel’s specinl Magic-Mirroe aerglie laequer requires nine painting
glepa, produces g wore lisrous, bralion feisk,

The Hafely Plate (loss wind-
aficlid ds ploesd in positaon.

W hen frarme i placed on [he line,
the oesembly operafion  begine
Workmen .u.‘l'um'.;: Sroail ¢md awa-
pergion wnils o frame,




Frawe iz autotwalicnlly lursed crer from upeide-down posefion,
Rear axle will be added neel.

Ceril aprings for rear end siapeni-
giom gre compreseed as frame
e '|'.'m' ] l.l.l.' |'.';l.!.-'_

Erne 8 sweng o posiiion k
:|||-:fI placed or rabdber mouniings,
Fallivdng fnstallation of engine,
the ehiaesizs f5 prinled.

Chassis assembly 5 wew com-
alete and parmted awheels are
widded. Air-wrench lighfens afl
wlteel nils al one e,

Adjacen! Figher Hody
pland delivers bodies Lo
Cheerolel aseemblly fine.
Workmen recdy the Body
Jor “hody drop” operaiion.

Body wmests chorsa. Workmen seocure
bedy do chassie. Redr deck remarwes
wp for ofher assemelly  eperelones,

Fromt end takes shape as fendera,
prifle awd radicior are dropped
{ag a wuid) frls poreliod.




Stickers represent many phosee  Siny minules ogo this eor's frome

af |'.l1q:u'rl'e|.l:l1 fch sar uwndergosa, sterded down he aesemibhiy line. Gasoe
Here malir.m'l'ur vaces finad siicker e, oif ord water ore added. Car
an new Chevralel, moees from {ine wnder ile own poscer.

After @ complete final tnapeciion, the new 1960 Cherrolels are loaded or
hawlnmeys or borcars o apeed Them o dhe Cherrolel dealers of dmerica,
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BUILDING 2. e e e
THE 1961
CORVAIR

From the time metal is poured for one of its thousands of parts,

manship, eoordination and planning.
Striet supervizion af building and assem-
bly operations assurez the motoring
public a high standard of excellence in

every Corvair.

wntil it rolla off the assembly line under its own power, the Corvair
i under constant inspection. This exacting quality control promises

that the Corvair will be the best built family thrift car in its class.
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THE CAREFUL

BUILDING PROCEDURE
OF THE 1961 CORVAIR

Faw, air skroud and dus shield are
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CHAPTER SEVEN

A CAR FOR EVERYONE

A totally new concept in the automotive industry is being featured
by Chevrolet for 1961. T'o meet the demand of modern tranzporta-
tion and to supply the needs and requirements of a nation on
wheels, Chevrolet haz made available a passenger car to match
evervone’s taste. In all, there are 31 individual Chevrolet models
— ) pew full-size Chevrolets including six Station Wagon models;
a full family of 10 Corvairs, featuning the all=new Lakewood
Riation Wagons, the versatile Greenbrier Sports Wagons and the
now Monza 4-Door Sedan; plus the Corvette, America's only
recopnized Sports Car. Each of these Chevrolet cars answers a
apecialized need in their class,

Thiz fresh new approach to Chevrolet merchandising gives 1961
oar buyers an opportunity Lo select the car of their choiee in one

stop at any Chevrolet dealership,

Fapla S Sedor

al



CHEVROLET FOR 1961

Trim, fresh styling and substantial improvements in eomfort,
safety and convenience are the basic benefits ofered in the full-
sized Chevrolet for 1961. |
Flowing sculptured design accentuates its ground-hugging appear-
ance, and still leaves plenty of head room inside. Distinetive
features for 1961 include a S-position ignition switch with an
“acoesaory” position for operating the radio, heater, and direc-
tional signala without ignition system drain on the battery,
Another Chevrolat innovation that still leads the industry ia the
popular single key locking system. One key fits the doors, luggage
compartment, glove box, and jgnition switeh. Also, all doors lock
without a key. Four-doeor models feature safety-lock rear doors
that open only when the button is up.

Slim-pillar door design and large areas of glass add all-round
visibility area to the new Chevrolet. Wider door openings provide
easier entry and exit—further contribute to the overall comfort of

the '61 Chevrolet. Parallel-action windshield wipers sweep the

Impala §-Door Sedan

ik

windshield in an overlapping pattern that increases center
visibility, All Chevrolet wipers are electrically operated for steady
wiping action.

1961 Chevrolet's new trunk is really made for travel. Iizs deep,
roomy center well is perfect for tall or bulky items, and its wider
opening and low sill add to the convenience of loading.
Chevrolet's easy-action parking brake with ratchet action gives
extra-zafe gripping power. Any slack can be taken up with one or
more foot strokes. Brake is readily released by the convenient
T-handle beneath the nstrument panel, and the ratehet astion of
the foot pedal completely eliminates brake release kickback.

Five famous transmissions are offered in the 1961 Chevrolet:
Standard 3-Speed Synehro-Mesh and 4-Spesd Synchro-Mesh®
for manual shifting: Powerglide* for low-sost automatie drving
eonvenienes: Turboglide®, the super-smooth, shift-free automatic
transmiszion; and Chevrolet Overdrive®, built for maximoam Tuel
BEOTOMY .

1961 Chevralet offers five models in the Impala series—Sport

Sodan, Sport Coupe, 4-Door Sedan, Convertible, and this vear's
! &l exiro ool

Impata Sporl o pe

&



newest addition, a 2-Door Sedan. All Impala models are available
with Super Sport equiprment, optional at extra coat,

The Bel Air group has a Sport Coupe, Sport Sedan, 2-Door Sedan
and 4-Dhor Sedan,

" hevrolet Bizcavne series includes 2- and 4-Dioor Sedans, a tility
Sedan and 2- and 4-Door Biscayvne Fleetmaster Sedans.

The Station Wagon series offers the 4-Thoor 6- and 9Passenger
Momad, 4-T'oor G- and 3-Passenger Parkwood and 4-Door 8- and
f-Passenger Brookwood Station Wagona.

Color chodees include 15 solids and 14 two-tone combinations
Chevrolet's new Corvette, America’s only recognized SpEIrtE Cir,
adds a striking new appearance to its classic thoroughbred styling,
A long list of standard sgquipment items for Corvette includes a
parking brake warning light, dual sun visors, windshield washers
and eourtesy light. A choice of three transmissions are available:
3-8peed Bvnchro-Mesh, 4-S8peed Byvnchro-Mesh®, and the auto-

matie Powerglide®,
“pflomni m exira cost

Tmpale Coreeriihie

Tmpala 2-Thoor Sedan

by

Bel Air Spord Sedier

an
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Hel Air §-Doar Sedan

el Avr 2-Thoor Sedan Riseayme Flesdmaaier 4-Lnor Sedan
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CORVAIR BY CHEVROLET

The 1961 Chevy Corvair offers a complete line of complete thrift
cars. Included is America's only rear-engine Wagon series—the
Lakewood Station Wagons and Greenbrier Sports Wagons. Corvair
for 1961, while featuring outstanding economy in all models,
places strong emphasis on convenience and comfort.
Parallel-action electric windshield wipers offer more windshield
elearance and steady, even wiping regardless of the engine speed.
A new spare tire location in the Sedan and Club Coupe models,
plus a redesigned front frunk, leaves far more usable space in the
luggage compartment.,

Croreair Morza Clab Coape

fi

Every "61 Corvair offers the extra convenience of a single key
locking system. One kev fits all locks and the ignition switch.,
Corvair's new, long-range l4-gallon fuel tank means fewer gas
stops. The tank is mounted forward, completely removed from
engine and exhaust heat,

Additional advantages of the 1981 Corvair include:

ECONOMY — Corvair is the really complete thrift car . . . gives
the economy of efficient air-cooled engine design, needs no
radigtor, water pump or costly antifreeze.

TRACTION—Far superior to front engine cars of its class due
to rear engine design and ideal weight distribution.
BRAKING—Light, positive and virtually fade-free, plus the
advantage of good steering control under heavy braking.
ROOM —Unitized body has a virtually flat floor and ample
space for passengers—up-front luggage compartment offers
sufficient space for cargo. And loads of extra space comes with
every Oorvair Wagon,

STEERING —Light, simple and easy due to leas weight over
the front wheels. Parking in close areas becomes a pleasure,
EXTERIOR FINISH—Magie-Mirror acrylic lacquer finish

offers brilliant, deep, hard luster that lasts for years and years.

Corvair for 1961 features a full line of family cars. A total of ten

Corvair models are offered :

In the luxurious, sporis-styvled class are the Corvair S0 Monza

Club Coupe and 4-Thoor Sedan.

i



The Corvair T series ineludes a 4-Door Sedan and Club Coupe,

In Corvair's 3 series there are also a 4-Drhoor Sedan and a Club

o pwe.

The all-new Lakewoosd Station Wagons inelude a 4-Door T00 !
Station Wagon and a 4-Door S500 Station Wagon—ihe only
L.E.-built wagons with a separate trunk up front plus Fear cargo
Bpae,

Mew additions to Corvair's family are the versatile Greenbrier
Sports Wagon and the Greenbrier I Luxe Sports Wagon.
Difering up to twice as much room for people and careo as
regular station wagons, Greenbrier gives the convenience of

double«doors on the right-hand side and at the regr. Doohle

flsars are al=o available (optional &t extra cost | for the left side, [ (Carmaly 700 §-Chaor Secdan

foderior Corrarr 300 Monza §-0bowr Sedaon ail opdiowal fivckel semls Coreair FO0 el Cocpe
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Carmair Crréembrier Sports Wagor

ENGINEN

Chevreolet in 1961 offers the widest selection of engines in the
industry—ranging from Corvair's unique air-cooled Turbo-Air &

for top economy to the responsive power of the Super Turbo-
Thrust Special VB.* Each engine is tailor-made to match individual
driving habits and partieular Chevrolat models

8-CYLINDER

Ia ita VR elosa, Cheerolel har a large B

choire of eegime desipna. Hepdmwniwmg
wilh he alomdant [ Eeonomy
Turtio-Fire VA, they adramee lo he
iftra-paisernd 150k 0. Super Turbo-
Thrast Special VA* . . werem K E
eRgimer in ol

CORVAIR &

Tralp an econcmy wamil, The Corpaar
Turbo=-Afr & o an aldmicum, dTrs
Aolad g maet d'r.ll-ﬂlh'd erelwarrely for
Cormiirs rear cageae alplimg. Jia (s
marfinrelors .Ills'l p o balanced faei-aer
miriwre direcily do enck b=k of eplin-
dere for amoslh, seonomin iFaneporio-
fiom, Alsr amilekle 8 dhe BH-Rp,
Nuper Torboeddr 6% for incnnssd
performanre.
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6-CYLINDER
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6 @ faesrite wilh e moloring peblie,
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rieet alued of power and e OFRaRNE,
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215-Ap. enpinim are hiph-performans
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CHEVROLET TRUCKS FOR 1961

In '61, for the first time, Chevrolet offers two
totally different kinds of trucks—conventional
models plus the precedent-shattering Corvair 95 line.

The rapid growth of our suburbs, stretehing delivery routes, puts
the emphasiz on lower cost, more efficient light-duty hauling,
Chevrolet has met this need squarely with the toetally new Cosvair
05 design coneept, An iden that pids the engine de the rosy (where
it adds to trastion and balanee); pufs the driver up front (where
b has good visibility and controll; and reserves the rest of the
tricck for load apoce.

Packed with profit-saving advantages Corvair 95 offer: low-
upkeep sir-cooled engines; easv-handling 95" wheslbases; smooth
d-wheel independent suspension; tough unitized body-frames and
payload capacities up to 1,900 Ibs, The Corvair 95 line includes:
the Rampside pickup, with a ruggred-built side gate that forms a
handy loading ramp; the shek Loadside pickup, with 30 cu, Tt of
cargo space; and the smart, functional Corvan panel, with 191
e ft of load space, low 14" floor heights and wide double doors
[side and rear).

Coreair #5 Rompeide

Cawrpair 85 Corear
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{Cheiree! Subsrboe Caregall
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i herpolel Conrenisnal Panel

The 1961 Chevrolet conventional line rolls in on & wave _-u-i' OWHET
acelaim. Chevy trucks with independent front suspension hawve
earned wide aceeptance through their ability to pave the way to
higher earnings. Independently suspended front wheels step right
over bumps, tough torsion springs scak up the jolts, New amiooth-
ness improves virtually every phase of pur:furmanm*l; :=||:h&'1:-|]55 p
schidules, cuts upkeep, reduces eargo damage and driver ljauﬂue.
With 189 models on 18 different wheelbases, and over 100 d.;l_’fﬂ'enlr.
power teams, Chevrolet offers a wider truck line {Frr *61. There's
a Chevy to suit virtually every need, including pickups, pa_nela.
Suburban Carrvalls, 4-wheel drives, Step-Vans, conventional
chassis-cabs, forward-control chassis, school bus chassis and LOF,
Lilt cab and tandem models

Comfort and convenience are high on the list of Chevy advantages
for "61. Nothing is spared to make long hours and tough schadules
as short and easy as possible. Durable new upholstery is featured,
and a new full foam rubber seat is part of & new exira-cost o fort
equipment option, Big doors and low full-width floors make
rab entry and exit easier and safer. Everyvthing works toward
keeping drivers fresh and alert.

Cherradel Fleelaide Pickap



Cheeralel Till-Calb Traplor

And, in a continuing program of product improvement, Chevy
chassiz engineers have inereased frame durability and added
even more to rAding smoothhness, RBugged variable-rate rear
gprings in medium- and heavy-duty models offer spring resistance
that adjusts automatically to assure beat cushioning under all load
and road conditions. Light-duty modelz are low in height beeause
of drop-frame design, This feature adds to driver efficiency: makes
it easier to get in and out of the ek,

Highlighting Chevrolet’s strong truck operating-economy story
is & wide range of proven V8 and G-cylinder engines. From famous
dollar-stretching Thriftmaster 6's to mountain-moving 280-h.p.
Workmaster V8's—there’s a Chevy engine made o increass
savings and performance for every hauling need.

Cherralel Hearp-Duty Tandem Dump
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CHEVROLET
ENGINEERING
BUILDS FOR

A BETTER
TOMORROW . ..

Outstanding engineering and research facilities—the most complete

Girveral Molors, Proving Ground s M ilferd, Mishigan

in the industry—help maintain Chevrolet’s quality production:
The Chevrolet Engineering Center, the General Motors Technical
Center, and the (General Maotors Proving Ground at Milford,
Michigan, are devoted to the ever constant search for continued

product superiority.

The General Molors Technical Cenler
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