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18658 CShevrelet Spartan Chassis-Cab

Chevralet Tagk-Farce 58 trucks have been completely
regfyled for a fresh, More MAssIVe appearance e
seried names include the light-duty Apache, the
medium-duty Viking and the heavy-duty Spartan.
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Thix iy the thrilling story of grewil . .

the Chevralel story—sncompassimmg & sWoeping panorama of

MG

awlemotive history, From a kfl above a shop in Dietroit
o a dynamic industrial family, from the embrye of an idea
o America’s most popular car . . . progress i the

pulsebeat of Chevrolet

i, < | ““CHEVROLET STORY

Here is an exciting advenlure, Cheveelet's role in ihe

EMBLY PLANTS

drama of industrial progress, s moch & part of the American

wiy of life. This tremendows rode over e years s

viwidly illusiraied by comparisen of production figeres

In 1912, Chevrolet’s first full production year. 290 cnrs were

5T, LOUIS. MO busili, Mow ihis total s only a part of the angle

praduction day in the 32 Chevrolet plants that span America,
Here is the behind-the-scenes picture of where new ideas

are born, the story of men and machines working

topether, where the constant search goes on for new wWays to

creale a superior produect for the motoring public. IS

the story of Chevralel, i car more people drive than any

other car on Amercan stroels and |II|_.'h'i'-il}"'\--

e Pammraess of Chevrolen aasembly @haiir
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THE CHEVROLET STORY

CHAPTER ONE

The Pioneering Years—1811-1920

DHJ-. pa¥ I March 1911, a group of men working in a loft
above a small shop on Grand River Avenue in Detroit began
assembling the first Chevrolet. This car was the Classic Six, a
five-passenger touring car, and two years of experiments and
tests preceded the actual assembly work. Louts Chevrolet, the
colorful race driver famed in the early years of the century,
directed this work, having been hired by W. C. Durant to

design an engine for the car

The firet Chevroler car buily in FO02,

Ierr - 1958

Durant was a fabulows man in the avtomotive world. His
financial genivs helped o organize General Motors in 1908
and now he was looking for new worlds to conguer in the
exciting atmosphere of the automobile industry.

The Cheveolet Motor Company was incorporated on
November 3, 1911, and Durant leased a plant on Detroat's
West Grand Boulevard lor building his Chevrolet car. Two
other companies, the Little Motor Car Company and the Mason
Motor Company, started inm Flint, Michigan that year and
became part of the foundation of Chevrolet, Little produced
an cconomical 4-cylinder rumabout and Mason built engines,

Production for 1912, the first full vear of Durants oper-
ations, totaled 2.99% Chevrolets, When Durant merged the

The firtt Chevroler viilve-in-fread engine and Cheveoler  rradeouark
were pard of this J91 3 Baby Grond towring car.
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Faneues Cheveoler trademark, second from the lefs, the symbol of
:l'.*'prm:.l'r.'h'n':'."r. eoEmaery g guralily in artemobiles, Alve shown gee
three early Chevrolet momeplaies.

Little Company and Chevrolet in 1913, he gave the Chevrolet
pame to the Little car and moved the Detroit plant to his old
Flint Wagon Works.

Chevrolet’s famous Baby Grand touring car and Royal
Mail roadster were first introduced in 1913, Demand for
Chevrolet cars reached the point that additional production
facilities were needed and a second assembly plant was leased
in Mew York City. Production rose to 5,987 units.

This was also the year that the famous Chevrolet trade-
mark was first used on the cars. This distinctive trademark
has appeared billions of times on products, advertising and
sales literature as the mark of dependability, cconomy and
quality in motor transportation. It originated in Durant's
imagination when, as a world traveler in 1908, he saw the
pattern marching off into infinity as a design on wallpaper in
a French hotel. He tore off a piece of the wallpaper and kept
it to show Iriends with the thought that it would make a good
nameplate for a car.

Later he decided on the name Chevrolet for his car be-
cause race drivers were heroes of the day and also because he
felt that the name Chevrolet had a musical sound and the
romance of foreign orgin, The original trademarks for the

i
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Baby Grand touring car and Royal Mail roadster, also prod-
ucts of Durant's imagination, were designed between August
and December 1913,

Another significant landmark was blazed in the 1913
Chevrolet—the introduction of the valve-in-head engine which
has become the basic principle of all modern automobile en-
gines today. Here is a description of the 1913 engine taken
from advertising of that year:

“Gaxoline is infroduced divectly into the cylinder head
and exploded there. The full force of the explosion comes
imte direct contact with the piston head. For this reason
Chevrolel power is maximun with minimum fuel ™

In June 1914, the Maxwell Motor Company’s Tarrytown,

New York, plant was purchased for assembly operations to

meet the prowing demand for Chevrolet cars.

An eerly Chevrole asrembly line in operation ot Fling, Michigan,

¥



THE CHEVROLET STORY

HEVROLET ‘““Four-
Ninety” Touring Car
meets completely the
national need for de-
pendable and economical trans-
portation.
The first cost is low. The
upkeep is never a burden.
Electrically started. Elec-
trically lighted. Demountable
rims. Completely equipped.

Thiz 1916 Chevraler HEWEpaper advertivement &5 belleved o be the
first gl published for Cheveales,

The need for a wholesale selling organization was met in
1914 with the establishment of an office in Cakland, Cali-
fornia, Other offices opened a vear later in Kansas City,
Missouri and Atlanta, Georgia,

5t. Louwis, Missouri, and Oshawa, Canada, were the next
sites of Chevrolet growth in 1915, The “4%0" model was
brought out this year and assembly began in the Tarrytown,
Mew York, plant. Also in 1915 Chevrolet made electric lights

TRIT - 1YEY

A oW ﬂl':'-r.'us.'nrr !

weadn-head V8 engine was inirodieced fa JOIT.

standard equipment. This same year Chevrolet licensed the
Gardner Bugey Company in 5t Louws to assemble cars.

With the 1916 models, Chevrolet was ready to launch its
first important bid for volume production and the mass
market. Earlier, Chevrolet was competing in a market just
above the low-price class. But when the “490" came out,
named because it sold for $490.00, Chevrolet plunged into
the wughest competition—leadership in the low-price field.

By now Chevrolet production facilities included plants in
Fort Worth, Texas, and Bay City, Michigan. The Warner
Gear operation in Toledo, Ohio, was bought and became the
Chevrolet-Toledo Manufacturing plant, Chevrolet opened the
Oakland, California, assembly plant in 1916, the first in the
industry om the West Coast. New plants were also operating

@
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in Flint. Production jumped to 70,000 cars by the end of
1916. Expansion was still the keynote the following year and

125,882 units were manufactured, Chevrolet built its first . e
closed car bodies in 1916, Retail selling stores were opened :m

in many large cities, principally in the eastern part of the
foz-ia

country, to bring the car to the people.

A new 90-degree valve-in-head VB engine was introduced
by Chevrolet in 1917, The Mason Motor Company in Flint
merged with Chevrolet in this year to build engines. Also the
forerunner of today’s modern hardtop, a Chevrolet “4907 five-
passenger sedan with removable posts that made it an open
car for touring, was brought out by the company.

Chevrolet became a part of General Motors in 1918 and
embarked upon a new era of greater expansion. A new assem-
bly plant was started in 5t. Louwis and Chevrolet began build-
ing light delivery and 1-ton trucks, the latter with hard rubber
rear tires. Completing its first full year with General Motors,
Chevrolet produced nearly 150,000 units in 1919, A $500,000
addition to the Oakland assembly plant was completed in 1920,

1919 ' 1920

1 11
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CHAPTER TWO

Growing to Leadership—1921-1930

TJ-II! VEARS immediately following World War I almost cost
Chevrolet its corporate existence. General Motors' manage-
ment called in a firm of industrial engineers to survey all
properties of the corporation. One of the recommendations
coming out of this survey was the liquidation of Chevrolet
because it “could not hope to compete in its field.”

Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., serving as principal assistant to
Pierre 5. duPont, president of GM, took the engineers' report
as a challenge to prove that Chevrolet could compete success-
fully in the low-price field. As a result Chevrolet was saved,
and moved forward with renewed vigor to scale the heights
of automotive sales leadership.

The 1921 Chevrolet incorporated several features which
formerly were extra-cost options. These new standard equip-
ment items included demountable rims and the self-starter.
Production for the year reached 76,370 units as the sconomy
of the country began to show an encouraging upward trend.

On February 23, 1922, C. 5 Mot, who has been a
director of GM since 1913, hired William 5. Knudsen, re-
signed production head of Ford Motor Company, as his

12
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assistant. Mott was then director of the Advisory Staff and
Supervising Vice President of the GM Car and Truck Divi-
sions. Knudsen was named the head of Chevrolet Motor

—— CHEVROLET ANMMOUNCES A COMPLETE
m STANDARD MOTOR CAR FOR. #5258 1

This & a 1923 newspaper advertiiement arnounrcing the Cheveoler
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A Fix for the Price of @ Forr” iniro= “"Ray ana Fis Litle Chevroler™
diwced Chevealer's fmmons  S-cxlinder wats omd of the Ry popanar
eapine dn 19219, Chevrofet sorgs durieg the 1920y,

Cne-plece windshield with Company in 1922 and five years later Chevrolet became the

irinlic wiper. biggest auto maker in the world.

Knudsen sparked a new wvitality in Chevrolet and pro-
duction jumped to 243,479 in 1922 with the introduction of
the “Superior” model—successor to the “4%0." Plant facilities
were expanded in Detroit, Michigan; Janesville, Wisconsing
Buffalo, New York; Norwood, Ohio.

By 1924 Chevrolet had manufacturing plants in four
cities, six assembly plants were operating and 16 regional
sales offices covered the country.

Chevrolet production expanded te over 500,000 units in
1923, marking the first time in the company’s history that
such a peak was attained, The 1925 car was redesigned with
such ouistanding feafures as “Vision Wentilation"—the one-
piece windshield with aviomatic wiper on all closed models,

Cutaway view af
the valve-in-lvead

. single dry plate ¢luich, banjo-type rear axle, and new 11-inch
durplinder engine,

brakes, The Bloomfield, New Jersey, assembly plant was ac-

A few enginecering detuily of the 1925 Chevrolet, This was the vear qmred in 19235,
Cheveoler produciion cxceeded SO0 units for the fiesr time, Mr. Sloan announced in 1926 that 8 ilion was b:ing

14 14
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appropriated (o increase Chevrolet’s production facilities 1o
one million units per year. The batile to challenge sales lead-
ership in the industry was now in full swing,

The Detroit plant of General Motors Truck Corporation
was taken over in 1926 o manufacture Chevrolet front and
rear axles,

Yictory came to Chevrolet in 1927 when the company
outseld Ford for the first time in history, The Saginaw Grey
Iron Foundry was added in 1927, Chevrolet alse achieved
the first of its many “million-unit™ years in 1927 —production
was 1,001,880, While Chevrolet’s major competitor brought [ ets of the Twenties, 1921
out the Model A with its four-cylinder engime, Chevrolet was
laying plans to command the low-price held with “A Six for
the Price of a Four,™

Preparations for this change were mapped carefully and
secretly. The first move was to increase the length of the
chassis by four inches which was done in 1928, This set the

stage for the sensational introduction of the valve-in-head six-

cylinder engine a year later.

A new assembly plant in Atlanta, Georgia, began opera-
tions in 1928 and an assembly plant in Kansas City, Missouri,
was begun.

The year 1929 also saw the use of color on car bodies, a
far cry from the one-time competitive edict of "any color so

long as it’s black.” The buying public responded to these ad-

vances and Chevrolet production reached 1,328,603,

T 17
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CHAPTER THREE

Taking the Leadership—1931-1941

AJ,THDUGII the depression years created severe economic
hardships throughout the country, Chevrolet was able to make
major manufacturing expansions, erecting a new spring plant
in Detroit and acquiring a plant in Indianapolis to build com-
mercial and truck bodies on a large scale.

A fresh leadership drive was sparked in 1931 with Chev-
rolet’s “greater value” valve-in-head Six. This production and
sales leadership has been maintained consistently over the
years, making Chevrolet America’s most popular car. Clearly
the company had made a roaring comeback since 1921 when
its competitive outlook was termed “hopeless.™

In 1931, a new bumper plant began manufacturing in
Detroit.

Knudsen became executive vice president of General
Motors in 1933 and seasoned leadership was moved up to fill
his place. M. E. Coyle was made general manager of Chev-
rolet, having started with GM in 1911 and with Chevrolet in
1917. He had been serving as assistant to Knudsen since 1925,

In 1933 Chevrolet began the most famous of all industrial
youth promotions—the All-American Soap Box Derby. The
first of these races was held in Dayton, Ohio. The Derby was
the brainchild of Myron E. Scott, a Dayton newspaperman,
18

191 - Jo5g

A thrilling finisk in the
All-Amertcan Sonp Box Derby,

novw assistant public relations director of Chevrolet,

Scott photographed a local neighborhood race as a feature
story for his newspaper and sold Chevrolet on the idea of a
nationwide competition with joint sponsorship of local Derby
races by Chevrolet dealers and leading newspapers. After run-
ning down a brick-paved hill in Dayton, the Derby was moved
to Akron, Ohio, in 1935, where all subsequent national com-
petitions have been held. From its small beginning in 1933,
the Soap Box Derby has grown to be the greatest amateur
racing event in the world. Scholarship prizes wotaling $15.000
and valuable merchandise awards are given annually 1o win-
ners. The 20th anniversary of the All-American was cele-
brated in 1957 {the Derby was not held during the four
World War Il years) and the winner was given an all-expense
pard European tour as an additional award.

Mew engineering features that supported Chevrolet's
“greater value” slogan were introduced in the 1930%. Knee-
Action came oul in the 1934 Chevrolet and made a smoother

1%
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I 1937 Chevroler
wchiewved  the all-sieel
unisteel Body hy Fisher.

ride possible. The “Blue-Flame™ combustion chamber was
pioncered in 1934 and the power of Chevrolet's valve-in-head
Six was proved when a Chevrolet four-door sedan towed the
Burlington Zephyr into its station in Chicago.

A new convenience feature of some 1934 sedans was a
spacious, built-in trunk. New safety was engineered into Chev-
rolet bodies with the introduction of the all-steel Turret Tops.
The 10-millionth Chevrolet was built on the company’s 23rd
anmiversary, Movember 3, 1934,

Million-car years resumed in 1935 when Chevrolet built
1,066,197 units. A new assembly plant was openad in Balt-
more, Maryland, and manufacturing plants were added in
Saginaw, Michigan, and Muncie, Indiana. In 1936 a new
commercial body plant, the world's largest, was dedicated in
Indianapolis, replacing the facilities acquired in 1930.

Sowme 1938 Chevrolers feahiired
o Buili-in frank.

The 032 Cheveoler
fad @ buile-in grifle.

20
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Chevroler frncks demonstrated oudstanding economy in o series of A4A
vexts in FORE. This Jla-don rrack I hawling a irailer with a S-rou
foad up Piker Peak. Arother fvplcal test was the coost-to-comst ecod-
omy i from Lox Aageles fo New York corrying the same load,

In 1937 Chevrolet trunks became full size with spare tires
enclosed. Other features included all-steel, Unisieel Body by
Fisher with Safety Plare Glass all around the car. Expansion
continued and a new moanufacturing plant was opened in
Tonawanda, New York.

The 15-millionth Chevrolet was buill in 1939,

Under Coyle's leadership, the Chevrolet Divizion aver-
aged a million units a year for seven vears, In the same period
Chevrolet dealers sold 11,000,000 used cars, Signs of the im-
pending war became more apparent in America in 1940 and
Chevrolet’s first ULS. government contract was made in April
for the production of 75-mm. high explosive shells,

In 1941, Chevrolet eliminated the oulside running board
from its cars. Production in 1941 reached 1,339,952 _the

last full production year until after World War 11.

21
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CHAPTER FOUR

Production for Victory —1942-1945

Cuﬁvnm ET peared for the impending war in the months
before Pearl Harbor, Military trucks, paris for anti-aircraft
puns, shells of varying sizes, and Pratt & Whithey engines
were all part of Chevrolet's pre-Pearl Harbor production
schedule in addition to bullding civilian cars and trucks,

On December 7, 1941, war came to the United States.

It was a snowy, cold afternoon in Flint when civilian pro-
duction ended for Chevrolet. As the last of the 1942 models
went off the assembly line, one of the workmen wrote: “Last
Chevrolet off January 30, 1942.7

A significant period in Chevrolet history was ended—
volume production for victory was the new goal.

All Chevrolet plants were completely converted to war
work, with the lone exception of the Saginaw Service Manu-

facturing plant. This facility was needed to supply the main-

Chevraler began  producing
wdar marerialy in April, 1940,

23



THE CHEVROLET ETORY

tenance parts for the millions of Chevrolet cars and trucks
already on the country’s highways.

In providing this equipment for the country, wartime parts
manufacturing teamed with a Chevrolet dealer service program
to “Save the wheels that serve America.”

Many Chevrolet plants achieved the Army-MNavy “E” for

excellence in production during the next four years.

A partial list of wartime products made by Chevrolet in-
cludes: §.000,000 shells, S00,000 military cars and trucks,
60,000 Pratt & Whitney engines, 3,800 armored cars, 2,000
90-mm. guns, 200,000,000 pounds of aluminum forgings.
3,700,000 pounds of magnesium castings and 2,000,000, 000
pounds of grey iron castings,

Many Chevroler planiz were awarded the Army-Navy “E™ for
excelience in production during World War 1,

24
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CHAPTER FIVE

Greatest Production Years—1846-1957

THF. Enn of the war signaled the retumn to civilian production
and launched Chevrolet’s greatest expansion program. Civil-
ian truck production was resumed on August 20, 1945, and
car production began October 3, 1945,

New executive leadership was brought up to preside over
this new period of growth, In June 1946, M. E. Coyle was
made an executive vice president of General Motors, Micholas

P the fell of P95, with the war over, Cheveader began produciion of
civilian parsenger cars and trucks,

23
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Direyvsiadi, general manager of Cadillac, moved to Chevrolet
to succeed Coyle, and lead the company's postwar program.

After Drevsiadt's untimely death in August 1948, W. F.
Armstrong, a GM vice president, became general manager of
the company. When Armstrong was given another GM assign-
ment, T. H. Keating was advanced from Chevrolet general
sales manager (o general manager of Chevrolet and vice presi-
dent of the General Motors Corporation.

The postwar vears saw Chevrolet make giant strides in
expansion and production and leadership in the low-price
field. The Indianapolis commercial body plant was enlarged

30 percent and a new assembly plant began operations in
Flint in 1947, The new Los Angeles assembly plant started
production in 1947 and a new Cleveland manufacturing plant
opened in 1949,

In 1950 Chevrolet brought out the first aulomatic trans-
mission in its field, the famous Powerglide. The Bel Air hard-
top was also an immediate hit with buyers that year.

Chewroler introduced the Be! Air, o hardiep model, tha become an
immedime kit in § 950,

{1
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A curaway wlew of Chevroler's famous Power-
giide, fiesr introduced ar an opiten in TR50,

Industry-wide records were shatiered in 1950 when Chey-
rolet became the first company to make more than 2,000,000
units in U.5. plants during one year,

The Korean conflict brought defense contracts o the
company, affecting many of its planis, As a result, car pro-
duction was cut in order to meet the government contracis,
Expansion continued for Chevrolet, with two million square
feet of new plant buildings underway in 1952,

More advances in the low-price field were introduced by
Chevrolet when Bel Air luxury models bowed in 1953, The
increasing market for sports cars in America was met with the
new Chevrolet Corvette, first introduced as a “dream car” at
the 1953 Motorama. In June 1953 the Chevrolet Corvetie
was put into actual production. The Chevrolet Handyman, an
all-steel station wagon, was introduced in 1953,
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New plants in Flint, Michigan; Tonawanda, New York,
and Livonia, Michigan, and additions in Cleveland, Indian-
apolis and Muncie were completed in 19354,

Power brakes and automatic seat and window controls
were introduced in the low-price field by Chevrolet in 1954,

Chevrolet reached a new all-time production record in
1955 when 1,830,028 passenger cars and 393,315 trucks were
manufactured in U. 5. plants.

The Chevreler Corvette rolled
off the assembly line in
Flint, Michigan, six maonths
after irs {mfroduciion in Jaru-
ary, 1953, ar the General
Mators Motorama.

" el g ot S
The Corvene Nomed bowed a5 a dream car in the J935 Morarama
and later wend inlo produciion uniizing the Chevroler

paisenper car body.
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A pre-praduction model
26 Chevrolel st & pew
srock car record for the
Piker Peak run in Sép-
tewber J955,
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The Bivcayre war another Cheveoler dream car ghving an sdvarce
loarks i 1r_'-'.||'-'1,'.! H V&ars fd oo,

The 1058 Matorame war the debur of the
Chevraled Impala dream car.
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New executive leadership came to Chevrolet in 1956 with
the appoiniment of E. N. Cole as peneral manager of the
division and vice president and a director of General Motors.
Cole, formerly chief engineer of Chevrolet, succeeded T. H.
Keating who was made vice president in charge of passenger
car divisions of General Motors Corporation.

An outstanding engineering advancement was made in
1957 when Chevrolet introduced Turboglide—the frst triple-
turbine automatic transmission in the industry. Ramjet Fuel
Injection also was made available for the first time as a pro-
duction engine. With the Ramjet Fuel Injection engine, ong
horsepower per cubic inch of displacement was possible—a
tremendous step forward in engine performance and efficiency.

In August 1957, a Chevrolet pick up truck climbed Pikes [ i dmerica's most popular car, 1940-f9537
Peak without using the road—another demonstration of the

outstanding performance and endurance of Chevrolet trucks,

The 38 milllonth Chevrolet rolled off the Flint assembly line on
Diecember 4, 1957, E. N. Cole, Chevrolet general manager, aocepts
the inspection rag from T, M. Schooley, Fline plant manrager.

E11]
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Chevrolet Leaders
||l' 4 % - ...13‘:
| E. M. COLE
Chevrolet
General Manager

since 19546,
Viee President of G.M.

J. K. WILSON E. H KELLEY WL FEEM H. F. BARR F. K. FRASER M, 1, ELLIS
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mnce 1 %57 singy 1942

FORMER GEMNERAL MANAGERS OF CHEVREOLET
The Generad Motors Building, Detrois
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* Turret Top * Unisteel Body + Safety Plare Glass All Around faf W, K_ Sills Colin_ Camghell R. H, Grant H. J. Klisgler
mo exira cost) + Bonded Broke Linings = Automatic Transmission 1915-1921 1921-1924 1924- 1928 1925- 1933
Power Brakes = Panoramic Windshield = Air Conditioner + Ball-Race W. E. Holler T. H. Kéating
Steering * Hardiop Sport Sedan * Fuel Injection Engime - Elecirlc 1533-1945 1545-154%

Starter » Headlight Dimmer Foot Switch = Finger-Tip Seat Adjustment

FORMER GEMERAL MAMUFACTURIMG MANAGERS
» Mo-Diraft Ventipanes » Flanged Rear Axle Shafts = Complete Body

| . ; Fred Hohensee C. F. Barth . E, Wigtherald
Insulation * Box-Girder Frame » [Maphragm Spring Chuch « Curved 199,181 a3k 1901 18312048
Windshield » Hardiop Sport Coupe + Power Steering + Automatic Fugh Dean -
%eat and Window Controli + High-Level Ventilation = 12-Voit 1545 [ 9a0 1949-1952

Eleciric System *= Anti-Dive Braking Controd = Directional Signals _ _ )
(as standard eguipment) - Turbeglide Autematic Transmission FORMER CHIEF ENGINEERS .
s Positraction Rear Axle + Machined-in-Block Combustion Chamber A. T. Sturt . E_ Hunt Jamses M, Crawford  Johs 0. Wood

: 19151921 1921195 1920-1%45 18451040
- Level Air Suspension + Full Coil Suspension + Safery-Girder Frame
sl E. H. Kelley E. . Cole
19491932 19521956 i3
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THE CHEVROLET STORY

CHAPTER 51X

Dynamic Production Operations

PREmsmH is the keynote of Chevrolet’s dynamic production
operations, A vast network of manufacturing and assembly
plants spans the United States—to meet the public demand for
America’s most popular car — employing nearly 104,000
people to build Chevrolet passenger cars and trucks.
Throughout this tremendous industrial organization—the
core of the Chevrolet Motor Division—men and machines
work together in perfect synchronization to maintain the high-
est possible standards of quality control in mass production.
Correct production scheduling is a vital factor contributing
to a smooth running assembly line. All of the component parts
of a car must be available at precisely the right time in order
to keep the cars rolling off the line.
Dominant throughout this dynamic production is the con-
stant maintenance of quality—in materials and workmanship.
Thirty-two Chevrolet plants in towns and cities around the
country work in manufacturing and assembling. The pictures
on the opposite page give you an idea of the dynamic effect

a plant can have on a community.
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1911 = 19df

How an undeveloped area grew into a throbbing com-
munity when a Chevrolet plant entered the picture is graphi-
cally illustrated here. The top photograph of the Chevrolet
assembly plant near Los Angeles, California, was made when
the plant was dedicated in 1947. How the community looks
today is shown below. Thousands of new homes have sprung
up on acreage that was undeveloped only 11 years ago.
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Chevrolet Plants

THIF.TY-Tu-'ﬂ manufacturing and assembly plants are operat-
ing for the Chevrolet Motor Division, Twenty of these facilities
are manufacturing centers and twelve are engaged in assembly
operations. Here iv a breakdown of these plants:

MANUFACTURING PLANTS

Bay City, Michigan  Muncie, Indiana
Buffalo, New York  Saginaw Grey Iron Foundry
Cleveland Passenger Transmission  (Michigan)
Cleveland Pressed Metal — Saginaw Service {Michigan)
Detroit Forge  Saginaw Transmission
Detroit Gear and Axle  (Michigan)
Flint Frame and Stamping  Toledo Passenger Transmission
Flint Motwor  Tonawanda Forge
Flint Pressed Metal  (New York)
Flint Engine  Tonawanda Motor
Indianapolis Commercial Body — (New York)
Livonia Spring and Bumper  Tonawanda Foundry
(Michigan)  (New York)

ASSEMBLY PLANTS

Atlanta, Georgia  Los Angeles, California
Baltimore, Maryland  Norwood, Ohio
Bloomficld, New Jersey  Oakland, California
Flint, Michigan  St. Louis, Missouri
Tanesville, Wisconsin  Tarrytown, New York
Kansas City, Missouri  Ypsilanti, Michigan

17
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Building
the 1958 Chevrolet
In pictures

Powring of hot meral from cupoli
iodo daelle aix Founalry,

Machine-finithing the cylinder hores

Resmpoving of cylinder block
- 2 af onr F& engine Mok,

casiing from sard mold.

Warkmar remover frort fender
Jrom @ doufle-action press.

Inspeciing ring pear amd
piniong pefar o aesembly,

Erngines are run uader ovwe
Fower i final fnspection fest,

Farming, sizing and
coining wheel rim,
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Bufling smootkes the body
hefore palmiing.

Do windoiw e filied
imre place,

Now the roof meels the body ard the car
begier fer fake shape,

Seais are placed in position

as the bodier glide

down the line.

Body joints are ipat welded
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Axrerbly aperations bepin with the frame
in an spside-down posiéen,

Crail speings are atieeied
and presxed with
fvdrairlic clrmrps,

Frame v auiomaiically niened
aver from @psidedown posiiom.
Rear axle will be added nexs

The eagine & swang dnie

positien on rubber engine

monniingy. Foifowing rhis,
the charsis v painied,

41
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Chaiwis it now complete and
printed wheels are cdded. This
ir the firss fioee where the color
sekeme of the completed  car
Slarrs I appear,

The adiocent  Fivker Hody
plart delivers bodies to Chev-
et assembly e on doillies
atached o dhow moving line,

The by

Erant ."-e’l'rlfl'r.'. ekl _L"-"r-llll'
drog inio position @y d wnir.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

The 1958 Models

Firithing fouches
are put on the car,

]_.-.".HI.I.LIJ' THE “CAR OF THE YEAR™ by newsmen and technical
writers who atlended private showings before the "58 Chev-
rolet made its public debut, the 38 Chevy is the only com
pletely mew car in the low-price feld.

Completely restyled, it's longer, lower and wider 1o em-
phasize flowing sculptured lines from the dual headlamps 1o
softly flared rear fenders, The new X-built Safety-Coirder
frame allows a lower silhouette, yer provides ample headroom.

Completed car, wnder its own pawer for [ncreased legroom and luggage space have been created.
the firsl fiee, leaves the prodpclion fime.

ew 58 Chevroler fv for delivery fo Chevrolel dealersfips
e B J|'|5r|leu-.;":::4i'n'--nl:-l.-r rl':'r- COMHIFY, Bel Air Ionpala Converiible

g
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Rel Air Impala Spory Coupe

Two suspension systems offer a more luxurious ride along
with remarkable handling. stability and durability, Full Coil
suspension with coil springs, front and rear, is standard, The
new Level Air system, the first air suspension system offered
in the low-price field, automatically adjusts to all load weights.
It is optional on the "58 Chevrolet.

A 348-cubic-inch engine, new from fan to fywheel, is
designed around a new machined-in-block combustion cham-
ber. This new Turbo-Thrust V& offers greater torque for
improved mid-range performance. In addition to the Turbo-
Thrust V& available in 250-h.p. and 280-h.p. versions, Chev-
rolet offers three other V8 engines including Ramjet Fuel
Tnjection; also available is the Blue-Flame 6.

Four transmissicns are offered in the '58 Chevrolet: Turbo-
glide, a five-clement torque converter; Powerglide, a three-

element torgque converter; Overdrive and Synchro-Mesh.

Eli]

f&ii - 1958

Sparking the "58 Chevrolet line are two glamorous new
super mosdels, the Impala sport coupe and convertible in the
Bel Aar seres. Introduced as a dream car at the 1956 G.M.
Motorama, the ITmpalas thrillingly highlight Chevrolets full
line of seventcen models. In addition to the Impalas, the
Bel Air series includes a sport sedan, 4=door sedan, 2-door
sedan and sport coupe, In [958, the Biscayne series replaces
the 2107 series with a d=door sedan and 2-door sedan. The
Delray series replaces the 130" series with a 4-door sedan,
2-door utility sedan and 2-door sedan. Five glamorous new
station wagons are included in the Chevrolet line, highlighted
by the luxurious Nomad.

Alse adding excitement to the Chevrolet line for 1958 is
the Corvette, America’s only true sports car. The Corvette,
newly restyled, offers such optional equipment as d-speed
Synchro-Mesh transmission, Ramjet Fuel Injection ranging up
to 290 h.p. and Positraction rear axle.

T9ER Cow VEERe
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Rivcavne d-Daar Sedan

.l'.i.-'J'r'.-:r_.' :-'-.Ir."qh'l.r

Lisility Sedan

48 RBel Air 2-Door Sedan .
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Chevrolet Task-Force 58 Trucks

ch THE INCREASING SFECIALIZATION of the trucking indus-

try, the Chevrolet line for 58 has been expanded and diver-

sthed to include 134 models on 22 different wheelbases. This

includes 12 new models, a 10 percent increase over the number
available in 1957,

Topping the list of new features is a rugged but compact
348-cubic-inch VE engine with 230-h.p., designed specifically

for heavy truck use,

A-Dhopr &-Pavcesiger ¥ eosman
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1058 Chaveoler
Erep-Fan

Chevrolet

Engineering
Builds for
a Better

Tﬂ The General Mogors Provieg Gromnd
IMOrrow . . . ar Milford, Mickigaen

Outstanding engineering and research facilitics—the most complete in
the industry—help maintain Chevrolet's quality production. The Chevralet
Engineering Center, the General Motors Technical Center, and the
General Motors Proving Ground at Milferd, Michigan, are deveted to
the ever constant s¢arch for continued product superiority,

fesF Cheveoder Spartan Tandem Durae

Chevrolet trucks have been completely restyled for a fresh,
more massive appeirance as well as greater comfort and effi-
ciency. The new design also features modern dual headlamps

New names have been given for each of Chevrolet's three
weight classifications. These are: AFPACHE for light-duty con-
ventional trucks with gross vehicle weight ratings up to 9,600
pounds—FIKING for medium-duty trucks with GYW ratings
up to 21,000 pounds—and SPARTAN for heavy-duty trucks
with GYW ratings up to 25,000 pounds,
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The General Motors Techmical Center
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